COMING EVENT
Our next event will be an Organ Recital by former Buffalo
Chapter member, Robert Duerr –– April 22, 3:00 PM, at
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 724 Delaware Avenue,
Buffalo. We are fortunate to have Fr. Duerr back in Western New
York. You won’t want to miss hearing this multitalented
musician playing the Aeolian Skinner organ at Westminster. Put
this on your calendar so you won’t forget it. All of the details for
this event will appear in the April Bombarde.
In addition to his recital, Robert will be conducting the
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus in Sounds of Eternity:
Choral Spectacular on Friday, April 20, 8:00 PM at Kleinhans
Music Hall. Works being performed are J. S. Bach’s Mass Credo
and Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem.

FROM THE DEAN
Greetings to everyone. We now find ourselves at the
beginning of the Lenten season (many of us played Ash
Wednesday services last night). Soon (39 days from now, not
counting the Sundays), we will be at Easter time, with all the
complicated but festive church music associated with that
wonderful day. Our next AGO program is the members recital/
competition at University Presbyterian Church on March 10.
I’m sure most of you saw the obituary for Gerre Hancock on
page 8 of the March 2012 The American Organist. He passed away
on January 21 of this year at age 77. He was for many years
Organist-Choirmaster at St. Thomas Church in New York City
and was in much demand as a recitalist. He participated in the
AGO Region II convention that our chapter hosted in 1997. He
performed a Hymn Festival and Improvisation at Westminster
Presbyterian Church on June 25, 1997. He was well known for
his uncanny ability to improvise. The hymn festival was inspiring
and uplifting.
I remember that my wife and I were in New York on a Sunday
morning some years ago, and we decided to attend the service at
St. Thomas. Gerre Hancock was the organist for the service. It
was absolutely magnificent. What beautiful choral and organ
music. There was a coffee hour/reception after the service at about
noon. We were a little surprised that they were serving champagne
at this "coffee" hour! That's unlikely to occur at a Methodist
church like the one I serve in Clarence!
May we all survive Lent and Easter again this year! I'll see
you on March 10.
– Curt Holmes, CAGO, Dean

NEXT BOARD MEETING
The next Board Meeting will be on Saturday, March 10
following the 2:00 PM Chapter Competition and Members
Recital. PLEASE BE SURE to let Chris Snyder know if you are
unable to attend. (C50Snyder@aol.com / 832-4969 ).

NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED
At the last board meeting a nominating committee was
appointed to select candidates for the May election. Members of
the committee are Ed Witul, chair; Elaine Gardner and Chris
Snyder. They will appoint six members to run for the Executive
Committee as well as a SubDean for our next season. If you wish
to suggest candidates or would like to run, please contact Ed Witul
at edwitul@verizon.net or 633-2350. The names of the nominees
will be announced in the next newsletter.

MORE ABOUT GERRE HANCOCK
If you would like to listen to the service for Gerre Hancock go
to:http://saintthomas.bndpr.com/odmp3/extended/20120204.
Hancock.mp3. The prelude of several organ compositions takes
about an hour and a quarter and the service two hours. The music
is glorious, and the sermons are a wonderful tribute to Gerre. The
Duruflé Requiem was sung for the mass as well as an anthem by
William Harris and hymns so beautifully sung by choir and
congregation. For more information about Gerre and the service go
to:saintthomaschurch.org/calendar/2012/02/04/worship/3721
If you scroll to the bottom of the pages, and click on ‘Leaflet,’
you will find the whole service listed. (see picture on next page)

FROM PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS
IMPORTANT NOTICE: if you are asked to sub at a
church where the organist was suddenly dismissed for no reason, it
is recommended that you check with Professional Concerns before
accepting the job.
– E. Gardner, Professional Concerns chair

BOMBARDE
DEADLINES
Please note these dates
for your articles and Date Docket material:
Issue
Deadline Date
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 30, 2012
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 20, 2012

APPLY FOR A COSPONSORED EVENT
There was an article in the September Bombarde about chapter
members applying to the Program Committee if you would like
to have the Guild cosponsor an event with your group/church.
This could be an organ and/or choral event –– like this year’s
Harvest Hymn Festival, October 23, at Kenmore Presbyterian
Church. If you are interested in cosponsoring an event, please send
a description of it to our Program Chair, Christina Shrewsbury
[musettacs@aol.com / 5886 Bent Brook Court, East Amherst
14051] by the end of February or ASAP. We anticipate that the
event will take place in the spring of 2013.

The Bombarde is published
six or seven times a year
by the Buffalo Chapter AGO
Elaine Gardner, Editor
Kenmore, New York
E-mail: ecgardner@roadrunner.com
subscription by membership

Visit our chapterʼs web site:
www.agobuffalo.org
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POSITIONS OPEN . . .

DATE DOCKET . . . a listing of members events
All events are free unless otherwise noted
Friday, March 23, 7:30 PM – First Presbyterian Church, Lockport
- Thomas Flippin - Classical Guitar
Friday, March 30, 7:30 PM – Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd, 96 Jewett Parkway, Buffalo: Music for a Friday
Evening presents Gregory Docenko, violin and Ivan Docenko,
piano (The Docenko Brothers) - music for all ages ... classical,
pop, ethnic, and jazz; Suggested donation: $10
Friday, April 20, 8:00 PM – Kleinhans Music Hall: the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus in Sounds of Eternity:
Choral Spectacular – Robert Duerr, conducting - J.S. Bach’s
Mass Credo and Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem;
Tickets: $30/$40/$50
Sunday, April 22, 5:00 PM - Buffalo Religious Arts Center, 157
East Street, Black Rock (Riverside): Children’s Choir
Festival - a Church Musicians’ Guild event (info. at 632-2559
ex. 209 / gcshepherd@roadrunner.com)
CANISIUS COLLEGE – “Women and The Arts” EVENTS:
Thursday, March 1, 7:30 PM – Montante Cultural Center:
Ladies First Big Band - listening, dancing, beverages and
snacks provided; Admission: $10/$5 students
Friday, March 2, 7:30 PM – Christ the King Chapel: Organ
Recital – Barbara Harbach performing music by women
organ composers from the Renaissance to the present
ORCHARD PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – EVENTS:
Saturday, March 3, 7:30 PM – Opera-Lytes - A Valentine’s
Day Celebration – concert of love songs and madrigals
featuring 30 singers in the music of the Broadway stage, Gilbert
and Sullivan, Leonard Bernstein, Richard Rodgers, John
Dowland, Thomas Morely and more - Paul Waara, Director
Admission: $10
Friday, March 16, 7:00 PM – Kindred -David & Feicia Meyer - a
rare blending of voice, cello, guitars, and percussion. They draw
their music from the Irish poets, pubs, and county fairs; from
the Scottish Highlands, Atlantic Canada, and the Appalachian
crannies of the American southeast. Admission: $10
Sunday, March 25, 7:00 PM – Fredonia Chamber Choir Dr. Gerald Gray, Conductor - on their annual concert tour - the
choir performs a variety of choral repertory and has performed
worldwide including Philharmonic Hall and Lincoln Center in
NY City. Admission $10
ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, BUFFALO – EVENTS:
go to: stpaulscathedral.org and click on ‘Music’

Note:
Only
churches providing F.I.C.A. and Workers’
Compensation as well as Unemployment and Disability
Insurance are listed, and a written contract will be provided for all
positions listed unless otherwise noted.
Previously Listed – Still Open
Organist: Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Lockport
Organist: St. David’s Episcopal Church, West Seneca: play two or
three Sunday morning services per month; 2-man. pipe organ with
limited facilities; no benefits; Salary: per service according to AGO
Guidelines – level of ability [Evaluation = Good] call the church at
674-4670 or Fr. Farabee at 882-4981
Organist: Immanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS), East Aurora: play one
9:30 AM Sunday service, 8 extra services (no choir); Allen (1954)
organ; Benefits: 4 weeks paid vacation, no other extra benefits;
Salary: $4,000 – $9,000 [Evaluation = Excellent] contact Pastor
Robert Knepel at: rknepel@roadrunner.com or 43 Pine Street, East
Aurora, NY 14052
New Position
Organist: Akron First United Methodist Church, Akron: play one
10:30 AM Sunday service with choir, 4 extra services, weekly choir
rehearsals, possibly one or two cantatas/year, want to develop a
childrens’ program; 2-man, Schlicker organ (from Larkin Bldg.);
Benefits: 4 weeks paid vacation and continuing education funds;
Salary: $6,000 – $7,800 [Evaluation = Adequate] contact Carol
Weidman at Hm: 542-6098 or Ch:783-0737
PLEASE NOTE : For information about Roman Catholic Church
positions please call Alan Lukas at 652-6565
IMPORTANT: You are reminded that listing of positions in this newsletter does not
imply endorsement by the Buffalo Chapter A.G.O. or any of its committees.
Appropriateness of a position must be judged by the applicant him/her self. For help
with this, you may wish to contact the Placement Chair for additional information
about a position and/or consult with a member who previously held the position.
You are also reminded to be very cautious about accepting a position without a

written contract.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Requiescat in pace

LOG ON TO: www.OrgAlt.com for listings of organ recitals in
Western New York & across Canada. Send your listings to:
info@orgalt.com/416-356-3138 or 103 King St., Georgetown, Ontario,
CANADA L7G 2G8

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LISTEN TO PIPEDREAMS
SUNDAY NIGHTS AT 10:00 PM
WNED-FM 94.5 / WNJA-FM 89.7
Please mark your contribution to the station:
“AGO member in support of Pipedreams”
THIS PROGRAM IS SPONSORED LOCALLY
BY THE BUFFALO CHAPTER AGO
www.pipedreams.org

Gerre Edward Hancock

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

February 21,1934 – January 21, 2012
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